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MESSAGE 
TO THE SENATE. ` 


* 


Executive Orrice, Little Rock, 1 
۱ November 111, 5 
Mr. 7 i i 7 


On the 19th September, at the request of General A. S. 
Johnston: commanding, a proclamation was issuetl by me for 
five thousand volunteers, to serve in the Confederate army for 
twelve'months.. These men were designed as an auxiliary to 
‘Gen. Ben.-MeCulloch's force. a 

At Gen. Johnston’s further request, communicated to me 
‘through Col. Solon Borland, I put forth, on the 30th October, 
another call for three thousand infantry, two companies of 
cavalry, and one company of artillery. Little Rock, Darda- 
nelle, Paraclifta, Magnolia and Carrollton,were designated asthe 
points of rendezvous for troops intended for Gen. McCulloch; a 
regiment to be organized at each point, and when complete to 
be sworn 11110 the Confederate service, and marched to the 
headquarters of the General. Five companies have assembled 
at this place, and organized into a battWlion. The regiment at 
Paraclifta is in ‘a rapid progress for completion; those at Dar- 
danelle and Carrollton, will probably be made, and several 
companies have been formed at er near Magnolia, being insuffi- 
„sient numbers to constitute a'regiment, have been ordered to 
Little Rock to join the battalion now here, that a full regiment 
thight be organized. : : : 

The difficulty in getting men at all has made it necessary to 
subsist and receive in camp ۵ less number than a full company, 

, (64), in some instances until thé remainder could be obtained, 
and until the regiment could be completed, as it was announced 
that that could notbe accomplished, when, as in the instance 
cited at Magnolia, the companies which were there were 
ordered to join othérs af some other point. The requisition of 


ü 


5 
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Gen. Johnston was for men, with or without arms. So far ne 
arms of consequence have been presented with the men, and 
the secretary of war, being informed by me of that fact, pro- 
posed to send arms as soon as they could be procured. At my 
request also, tents and camp equipage complete, have been 
shipped by the Confederate authorities, from Memphis to this 
point, for the men called. Interrupted: navigation, however, 
has delayed their arrival, in the meantime articles of this char- 
acter, for immediate use, have been hought by the state, also 
wagons and teams to supply the necessary transportation. 

On the 9th inst., I received from Gen. Johnston the accom- 

panying letter, directing that the troops called be disbanded, 
unless efficiently armed and equipped. That is, unless so 
armed as I understand it, as to be fit for immediate and effec- 
tive service. "They are not thus prepared, and would not be if 
each man. had a gun, such asthe country supplies. The domes- 
tic arms picked up in the country are unfit, without great re- . 
pairs, for service in the Confederate army, where our people 
generally eontend against superior numbers, using guns of the . 
most improved modern style. A disbandment of all the troops 
raised, as above referred to, must therefore take place at once. 
"The expense incurred in their subsistance, and for the procure- 
ment of transportation will doubtless be paid ultimately by the 
Confederate States, etc. But from the present insecure condi- 
tion of our northern frontier, I beg leave to suggest, that it 
might better subserve the public interests to retain thé troops 
in state service until matters assume a different aspect on our 
state line. ^, i el mU 

The withdrawal of troops ftom Pitman’s ferry, leaving north- 
east Arkansas utterly defenseless, has induced the attack now 
being made from Ironton, upon that part of the country, and 
if successfully made, will result most disastrously to Arkansas, 
and the Confederate States; the latter having an immense 
amount of property on Black river liable to seizure. 

If the federals sain a lodgment upon our soil, how much 
damage will be done to our citizens and their property before 
they can be again éxpelled, no one can tell, If we escape 
unharmed from, the present assault, we' shall be continually 
liable to others, between. McCullough’s army and the forces, 
under Col. Borland—there being one hundred and fifty miles 
of our line exposed to incursion from eyen small, parties of 
Union men from South Missouri. Our citizens in. Carroll, 
Marion and’ Fulton counties, are thus kept in a state of alarm 
and insecurity. Nor is the point of danger of sufficient impor- 
tance to warrant the Confederate government in, keeping up . 
preparations for this local defense. . Arkansas owes protection 
to her people and their property at every point. They rely 
upon the state authorities for such incidental protection as 


3 
becomes necessary in such cases. And I submit, that it is a 
duty we owe to give 116 them. 


. In view of this’ state of things, I recommend that a brigade ` 


be organized of state troops, from the volunteers now ordered, 
by Gen. Johnston, to be disbanded, and consisting of two regi- 
ments of infantry, a battalion of cavalry, and two companies 
of artillery. ‘his force to take position midway the northern 
boundary of the state, and retained there until their presence 
* no longer becomes necessary to afford an ample guarantee for 
life and property. ` 
If this isnot done, repeated exigencies will occur for calling 
cut the militia, which will be attended with much greater cost 
than the retention of a constant force, well organized, though 
much smaller in numbers. All] this, it may be said, the military 
board has authority to do now, Admitting that as a legal pro- 
. position, still it is desirable and proper, while the General 
Assembly ia in session, that a policy adopting state action for 
local defence, receive legislative sanction. The border states 
on the Gulf, Louisiana, Mississippi,.etc., are pursuing this course. 
Their perils are from the sea, ours from the land; the difference 
affecting no disparity in the precedent. To disband the volun- 


teers now organized, would prove seriously detrimental to the ` 


public service. A man once in camp rarely takes service again. 
If retained, as I suggest, they can be supplied, as suggested in 
my message sent to the lower house, on Friday last, with 
domestic arms sufficient for defensive action on the frontier. 
A copy of Gen. Johnston’s letter, above referred to, is herewith 
most respectfully submitted. . 
Early action is earnestly requested from the legislature upon 
the question submitted, The troops will be retained until I am 


advised in the premises. ' 1 
HENRY M. RECTOR. 
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Heap Quarters, Wasrern Derarrment, ( 
Bowling Green, Ky., Nov'v 3d, 1861. 
To His Excellency, H. M. Rxcroz, 
Governor of Arkansas, Little Rock: 


Governor—Since making my call upon you for troops, of 
September 23, I have ascertained that the ardor of our people 
in defence of their rights, has brought so many to our colors, 
for the war, in the Confederate States, and is bringing so many 
in Kentucky, that it is neither necessary nor judicious to accept 
unarmed volunteers for a less period than the war, or three 
years. Under this state of facts, I beg your Excellency to 
annul the call, made at my request, for 12 months’ men; except 
such companies, battalions, or regiments, as present themselves 
efficiently armed and equipped; and to disband all companies 
and regiments, assembled without arms, and not mustered into ` 
service. And, at the same time, 1 trust you will be pleased to 
make known to the volunteers my appreciation of their patriot- 
ism in coming forward so promptly at your summons. 

By my own orders, I will disband all those mustered into 
service who were raised under the call, and are unarmed, at 
the different rendezvous. Under the provisions of law, the 
troops, who'have been mustered into the Confederate service, 
will receive transportation in kind, or by commutation, to their 
homes; and I will direct my quartermasters to furnish trans- 
portation on the railways for all those who have joined the 
rendezvous, (but who the public interest makes it no longer 
expedient to receive,) to the point nearest their place of as- 
sembling. لغ‎ , 

I have the honor to be, sir, ۰ 
your obedient servant, 
A. S. JOHNSTON, 
‘General Q. S. A. 
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It 18 my privilege, before adjourning this body, 
; to return to you my sincere thanks for the very 
' complimentary re,ofutiom which you have, this 
! evening, adopteu concerning myself. Whilst T 
have been looking forward with anxiety to the hour 
; of adjournment, that I might again mingle around 
. the fireside of my Romay in the full enjoyment of 
]:the pleasures of the d@Mhestic circle, I must con- 
_fess,agthe closing scene of onr labors, for even 
$ this brief session, approaches, my heart is filled 
, With the saddest emotions. I must now sever the 
"relations that haye so long bound me to the ald 
; members of this body, those from whom I have 
*received all the aid and support that a presiding 
officer ought to expect from any legislative body 
aver which it might be his fortune to preside, and 
ac you have my sincere and heartfelt grati- 
tude. 1 
Senators, we are about to interchange the friend- 
ly but sad farewell salutatons, which, to many of 
us may be our last op earth, As foranyselt I have 
no desire again to appear in the Senate, preferring 
the retirement of private life, but if my generous 
and confiding constituency demand my services in 
" the defence of our country to assist irt repelling the 
, invasion of a malignant and vindictive fag, patri» 
' otisur will demand every sacrifice, “even life itself. 
If I have accomplished nothing for the zdod of my 
immediate constituent® and should receive their 
frowns, E have the prgud consciqusness that I- 
have endeavored faithfully and impartially to dis- 
, charge the delicate and tgsponsible duties of the ځا‎ 
Dee f have held for three sessions, and shall ever 
cherish in my heart thalyfondest recollections of 
kindness and partiality tewards the members of 
this Senate. D : 
Our work aslegisintors is done, and considering 
' the embarrassmenits by which we have been sur- 
rounded; I think itis creditable, and will redound 
to the inlerest of those we represent. Inmysec- 
' tion of the State the quéStion of taxation at this 
timeisan important one, (nd we have done all in 
our-power to reliéve out people in this respect. 
Our brave soldiers who arg battling for the rights 
we hold dearést have hot eer forgotten op neglec- 
ted in our legislative deliberations and engctmenta, , 
We have elected two Gi Senators to represent 
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usin the Confederate Conzress. But, Senators, 
we are not responsible to'each other for our official 
conduct; how well each of us has remembered and 
performed his daty ia not to he determined here. 
We must now part. God grant that you may 
have continued good health to return in. aitety and | 
| honor to your homes, tg be welcomed with the | 
smiling spprovals of your constituents, and receive 
the tender embraces of wife and children im your 
own peaceful dwellings. Our session is closed, 
another parting has come, and I pronounce thig j 
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Senate ndjournad, sine die. < 
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